Dear Team Members,

Kids for Change wants to get involved in the “Trout in the Classroom” project. Gregory Andersen, in his March 6, 2013 article on the marinscope.com website article, Hatch & Release, discusses the benefits of the program. Please review the following article. It will be used as the basis of discussion for our next monthly meeting.

Thanks, Charles

Hatch & Release

Lagunitas Creek may soon see a spike in its swimming population, thanks, in part, to students around Marin who have begun to release their class “pets” into the slow-flowing stream.

The others deserving of thanks are members of North Bay Trout Unlimited, a chapter of the cold water conservation group responsible for the interactive program known as “Trout in the Classroom.”

TIC is an environmental education program in which students learn about the lifecycle of trout by raising the fish from eggs until the time of their release. The program focuses on a number of fish-and-water related topics, including water conservation, ecosystem protection and habitat study.

“One of the [program’s] concepts is about [how] everybody lives in a watershed and that water has to go somewhere,” said Chuck Schultz, an NBTU board member and Chairman of Trout in the Classroom. “It’s hard to be in Marin without being aware that everywhere you go someone is trying to save something.”

As a 25-year veteran of NBTU, a group the board member says is predominantly comprised of fly fisherman, Schultz said he and his fellow members place a great deal of importance on informing future generations, not only for the benefit of the sport, but for the community, too.

Schultz said NBTU’s conservationist approach to fishing is essentially the same driving force behind the TIC program.

“Limit your kill, don’t kill your limit,” Schultz said. “I know some [fisherman] who have never killed a fish in their life. If you take care of the habitat, your sport will take care of itself.”

To promote their cause, coordinators for the TIC program provide and install fish tanks in classrooms throughout Marin County. This year, there are 36 schools participating in the program and 75 classrooms outfitted with tanks.

On Jan. 25, each of the participating classes received about 30 trout eggs. The eggs, donated by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, originated from a fish hatchery in Shasta, Calif.
“In my 35 years, I’ve never seen a program that touches children as deeply on an emotional level as this,” said Ethan Rotman, California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s San Francisco Bay Area coordinator for TIC. “It’s what we need if we want future generations to care for the environment.”

In addition to providing the TIC program with trout eggs, the department oversees an educational workshop for the teachers of the participating classrooms. All teachers involved in TIC must receive certification from the department to host the fish tanks in his or her classroom.
