Home Energy Inspection
Using less energy means less abuse of natural resources. A power company representative compiled the following data to help understand the issues and to come up with some ideas for people to conduct energy audits in their own homes.
What About Energy Leaks?
Look for air leaks around windows and doors. Check for cracks and gaps around electrical outlets, fireplace dampers, attic hatches, and where the dryer vent passes through the wall. Check insulation. Heat loss through ceilings and walls can be significant. Insulation may be inadequate, especially in older homes. 
Cover single-pane windows with storm windows or replace them with double-pane insulated glass. Plug holes by caulking them or installing weather stripping. Install gaskets behind outlet and switch plates. Keep fireplace dampers closed when not in use. Use sealing gaskets around attic hatches and flexible foam caulking around dryer vents. Ceiling and wall insulation may require the help of a contractor.
What About Appliances?
Replace old appliances. Look for the Energy Star label, which is a government-backed symbol for energy-efficient products. Many electrical appliances draw energy all the time whether or not they are in use—it’s known as stand-by power. Televisions, computers, and microwaves are examples. Unplug them when not in use, or you might want to consider smart power strips, which are available at most electronics stores. They monitor appliances and turn them off for you when they detect that they are not in use. 
What Are the Best Light Bulbs?
Many households are starting to phase out incandescent light bulbs and replace them with compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs). There are some who oppose CFLs, because they contain mercury and complicate disposing of them. Recent alternatives include light-emitting diode (LED) lamps and electron stimulate luminescence (ESL) lamps. Both are mercury-free, but last a long time compared to incandescent bulbs. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]What are the Worst Offenders?
Some of the worst offenders are those that we can easily solve. Leaving the air conditioner or heater on or at full blast when nobody is home can be simply corrected. Are there lights on in rooms where there are no people?
Who Is Responsible?
We all are responsible for our energy use, and anyone can check for energy waste and start fixing the problems. For serious problems, you may wish to contact an energy audit company that can help you with solutions. Or check with your local power company; they may offer energy-saving options at reduced prices. 
